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SUMMARY
This report provides a summary of a research project, undertaken with assistance
from volunteers, focusing on the archaeological landscape and history of the
Crossfield’s Boatyard. The project was run by the Morecambe Bay Partnership as
part of the Heritage Lottery funded Headlands to Headspace scheme, an initiative
motivated by a community desire to protect and celebrate Morecambe Bay’s rich
heritage. A key aim of the scheme is to improve our understanding of the natural
and cultural heritage of the Bay significantly and help conserve this heritage for
future generations. This report is an outcome of this project, to record and promote
the rich heritage of the Bay.
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TRAINING, RESEARCH AND REPORT INFORMATION
The training was led by Dr Richard Newman and Cat Peters of Wardell Armstrong, and the
overall project managed by Louise Martin of Morecambe Bay Partnership.
A site visit was guided by Dr Richard Newman of Wardell Armstrong during the training in
February 2017, which examined the exterior of the site. The documentary research presented
was undertaken by Morecambe Bay Partnership and Dr Louise Parkinson and, assisted by
volunteers following the initial desk-based training sessions.
Cat Peters of Wardell Armstrong Archaeology developed the report structure with the report
text produced by Louise Martin and Dr Louise Parkinson and, with contributions by volunteers,
Cat Peters and Richard Newman. Cat Peters and Richard Newman also co-ordinated the
reporting phase. The figures were produced by Adrian Bailey of Wardell Armstrong. All
photographs images were taken by Louise Martin, apart from where specifically stated in the
captions.
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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background of Project

1.1.1 This report provides a summary of a research project undertaken by volunteers,
though professionally-led training, focusing on the archaeological landscape and
history of Crossfield’s Boatyard. The project was run by the Morecambe Bay
Partnership as part of the Heritage Lottery funded Headlands to Headspace scheme
(H2H), an initiative motivated by a community desire to protect and celebrate
Morecambe Bay’s rich heritage. A key aim of this scheme is to improve the
understanding of the natural and cultural heritage of the Bay significantly, and help
to conserve this heritage for future generations.
1.1.2 An initial phase of the Headlands to Headspace documentary research project was
undertaken in Spring/Summer 2015, delivered by Louise Martin and Louise
Parkinson. Wardell Armstrong was subsequently appointed to continue this training
to other communities in the Bay. The aim of these training sessions was to ensure
that “community participants acquire the necessary skills and knowledge required to
undertake documentary research of cultural heritage sites, produce reports and
disseminate the results” (Morecambe Bay Partnership 2015, 1).
1.1.3 The initial volunteer training sessions relating to the Crossfield’s Boatyard project
were undertaken on Saturday 7th and 14th February 2017 at Arnside Educational
Institute. Training was delivered following the Morecambe Bay Partnership guidance
(Martin et al 2016). The aim was to furnish volunteers with the requisite tools in
order for them to convert their enthusiasm for the heritage of their locality into an
archaeological study of a specified area of interest. The specified area of interest
summarised by this report was the Crossfield’s Boatyard.
1.1.4 Thus, this desk-based assessment comprises the report-producing and disseminating
phase of the H2H project, one of six archaeological reports produced as a result of
the Heritage Lottery funded H2H Cultural Heritage Documentary Research project.
1.1.5 This desk-based assessment focuses on the archaeological landscape of Crossfield’s
Boatyard. In this instance, the term ‘study area’ refers to a 500m study area, centred
on Crossfield’s boatyard (see Figure 2). The immediate surrounding area of each key
site has been included to provide a heritage context to the study area.
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1.2

The Purpose of the Desk-Based Assessment

1.2.1 The desk-based assessment seeks to improve our understanding of the archaeology
of the Crossfield’s Boatyard through documentary research.
1.2.2 It brings together previously known and new documentary evidence relating to
Crossfield’s Boatyard and identifies key sites and areas requiring further research.
1.2.3 The report has been produced to enable the dissemination of the data produced by
the project to a wide audience, making the results of the study publicly accessible for
future generations.
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2

METHODOLOGY

2.1

Introduction

2.1.1 All work undertaken was consistent with the relevant standards and procedures of
the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, as set out in Standard and Guidance for
Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment (CIfA 2014).
2.1.2 More specifically, this work followed methodologies outlined in the ‘Guide to
Undertaking Documentary Research and Desk-based Assessments for Volunteers’,
produced by Louise Martin, Wardell Armstrong and Louise Parkinson for the
Morecambe Bay Partnership, in association with Mark Brennand, Peter Iles, Ken
Davies and Eleanor Kingston (Martin et al 2016).
2.1.3 The data underlying the desk-based assessment was gathered through desk-based
study of documentary sources and via a site visit, undertaken alongside volunteers
under the supervision of Richard Newman of Wardell Armstrong.
2.2

Documentary Sources

2.2.1 The primary and secondary sources used were derived from Cumbria Historic
Environment Record. Online sources, including The Archaeology Data Service
(http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/ifp/wiki.pdf),
(https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/)

the

National
and

Heritage

List

PastScape

(http://www.pastscape.org.uk/), were also consulted. Searches of archives are still
to be undertaken. The historic maps were consulted online through National Library
of Scotland (http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#), Lancaster University Library Guides
(http://lancaster.libguides.com/maps/Lancashirehistoricmaps),

and

old

maps

(https://www.old-maps.co.uk/#/).
2.3

Site Visit

2.3.1 The site and its environs were visited during the training held 14th February 2017.
The study area was inspected to:
•

identify any previously unknown archaeological features

•

assess the previously known archaeological features and compare the current
state of the feature with of the known record, in order to assess the accuracy
of the known record.
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2.4

Glossary

2.4.1 The following standard terms for compiling the assessment are used throughout the
report:
•

Heritage Asset – a building, monument, site, place, area or defined landscape
positively identified as having a degree of heritage significance that merits
consideration in planning decisions.

•

Historic Environment Record (HER) – an information service, usually utilizing a
database, which provides public access to up-to-date and dynamic resources
relating to the historic environment of a defined geographic area.

•

Significance – the value of a heritage asset to present and future generations
attributable of its heritage interest. That interest may be archaeological,
architectural, artistic or historic (including historical associations).

3

BACKGROUND

3.1

Location, Topography and Geology

3.1.1 The site of Crossfield’s Beach Walk boatyard (Asset 2) is located on the shore, to the
south-west of the main core of the village of Arnside (Figures 1 and 2). The site of
Rock Terrace boatshed is located on the corner of Rock Terrace and Church Hill
(Asset 6). Arnside is a small village located 15km to the south-west of Kendal and
17km to the north of the city of Lancaster.
3.1.2 Asset 2 is bounded by a pathway and then the shore to the north, the residential
property of Ash Meadow to the east, residential properties to the south and the
coastguard station to the west whilst Asset 6 is bounded by residential properties to
the north and east, Church Hill to the south and Rock Terrace to the west (Figure 3).
3.2

Archaeological and Historical Background

3.2.1 This historical and archaeological background is compiled from secondary sources
and primary records consulted during the desk based research. It is intended only as
a summary of the known historical development of the Crossfield’s Boatyard. The
location of known heritage assets within the study area are illustrated in Figure 3,
and summarised in Appendix 2.
3.2.2 Crossfield’s boat building operations were undertaken within the now large village of
Arnside and were one of the most significant industrial undertakings within the
settlement as it grew from a scatter of coastal farms and villas into a large village and
6
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seaside resort during the nineteenth century. Arnside was part of the ‘port’ of
Milnthorpe and following the opening of the railway across the Kent estuary over its
still existing viaduct was the only part still able to take sizeable vessels in the later
nineteenth century.
3.2.3 Whilst a Robert Crossfield is recorded as being resident in the Arnside area in 1724, it
is to Francis John Crossfield that the establishment of the famous Crossfield boat
builders is attributed (Lockett 1976, 30).
3.2.4 Francis John Crossfield moved with his family to Arnside in around 1818 with his
father and mother, John and Margaret Crossfield and his five siblings (although one
died in infancy). John Crossfield was a ships’ carpenter and his two sons, Thomas and
Francis John, followed their father into the carpentry industry, establishing a lathecleaving business around 1830 (Asset 8). The site was located on a sloping site close
to the shore (Smith 2009, 57). They undertook all kinds of carpentry work for the
community, although Thomas concentrated on house building and Francis John
developed boat building from 1838 (ibid, 58). Crossfield’s was the most prolific
builder of boats known as the ‘Lancashire Nobby’ with a number of different
design/name variants including the ‘Morecambe Bay Prawner’, ‘shrimper’, ‘half
decker’ and ‘smack’. The ‘Nobby’ was a vessel specially designed to cope with the
conditions required to catch flatfish (flooks), sprawn (pink shrimps) and shrimp
(common brown), through trawling. Characteristics of the Nobby included “supreme
seaworthiness, power to tow a beam trawl, ease of handling (probably only one man
and a boy), low freeboard for net hauling and good windward sailing ability, together
with speed in landing the catch” (http://www.nobbyownersassociation.co.uk/thelancashire-nobby/). The techniques of trawling are explained and illustrated in detail
in Nick Miller’s publication on the Lancashire Nobby (2009/ 2013).
3.2.5 The Crossfield’s first boatshed was established by Francis John and was located near
his home on West View, on the Arnside Promenade between the old Post Office and
the Pier (Asset 7; see Plate 1). Whilst the actual location of this site is unknown,
Miller postulates that it may have been the complex of buildings behind the old Post
Office (Miller 2013, Loc. 4726; c. 345656, 478801). The business continued to
develop under Francis John’s sons (William, Francis James, Thomas, John and
George) enabling them to move premises in around 1860. Whilst Francis John
remained at West View and was still in residence in 1881 when the census records
him living at the Post Office and employed as a postman and joiner, some of his
family moved to a house on the corner of Pier View and Church Hill, which was later
7
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to become the Police Station (Miller 2013, Loc. 4725 and 4749). At a similar time, a
boat shop was built on the corner of Rock Terrace and Church Hill (Miller 2013,
location 4725 and Smith 2009, 59). Properties were also built on Rock Terrace, which
the 1891 census record as the residences of both John Crossfield and Francis J
Crossfield and their families (Table 1). Whilst the first reference to Rock Terrace boat
shop was in 1894, Miller states that this site was occupied before the 1881 census
(Miller 2013. Loc. 4769). A plan of the Rock Terrace boat shop is presented by Miller
(ibid, location 4735) and a description provided in Section 5.2. The location of this
site meant that boats had to be carried to the beach to be launched, down Church
Hill, then Silverdale Road. Miller records that schoolboys were allowed to help carry
the boats down to the shore (ibid, Loc. 4778).
3.2.6 Whilst John’s sons initially continued the boat building business, Francis James and
Thomas moved away from Arnside to pursue careers in joinery elsewhere (Miller
2013, Loc. 4740).
3.2.7 Bulmer’s directory of 1885 lists the Crossfield Brothers as pleasure boat proprietors,
and Miller states that this indicates that Francis John had retired by this time (2013,
Loc. 4749). In the 1890s, the Crossfield’s built roughly five boats a year, although in
1896, they built ten (Miller 2009, 71).
3.2.8 William Crossfield left the Crossfield Brothers’ business in 1892 to build a new
boatyard on the foreshore near Ash Meadow (ibid, 59). This has been referred to by
Lockett as ‘Beach Walk Boatyard’ (Asset 2) and was occupied by W. Crossfield and
Sons. The boat yard building can be identified on the Ordnance Survey maps from
1898 onwards, and the business was advertised as ‘Joiners, Undertakers, Builders,
Yacht and Boatbuilders’ (Smith 2009, 59). These new premises were built in an old
quarry with the quarry face serving as the rear wall. This was later cut into to provide
more space. A model of this boat shed is on display at the Lancashire Maritime
Museum (Smith 2009, 59).
3.2.9 It appears that the Crossfield family were not always successful in their ventures, as
evidenced by a bankruptcy notice published in the Manchester Courier and
Lancashire General Advertiser in October 1886, ‘Crossfield Brothers, Arnside,
Westmorland, Joiners, etc.’ It is highly likely that this was a temporary event as the
business continued to operate into the twentieth century.
3.2.10 The historical trade directories provide some information on the Crossfield family as
well as valuable dating evidence (confer Table 1, page 10). Kelly’s Directory of 1851
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reveals that Fraser Crossfield was a joiner and boat builder (Kelly 1851, 255)
indicating that the boatyard must have been in existence by at least 1851. The
directory also lists a Thomas Crossfield, who is a lath renderer. By 1885, the
Crossfield brothers are listed as pleasure boat proprietors, boat builders and joiners,
and a Thomas Crossfield is also listed as a joiner, though it is unclear whether he is
one of the brothers or another relative (Bulmer 1885, 399). The Crossfield Brothers
were still in business in 1897 as joiners and boat builders, the premises of which are
listed on Church Road. Both Thomas and William Crossfield are noted as joiners,
although only William is a yacht and boat builder (Kelly 1897, 26).
3.2.11 Following the death of George Crossfield in 1909, the Church Hill (Rock Terrace)
business declined and was sold at the beginning of World War I, however, the
premises continued to be used in the wood working trade (Smith 2009, 59). Around
the same time, other members of the Crossfield family moved to Conwy, North
Wales and established another boat building business there (ibid).
3.2.12 Shortly before World War I, Francis Crossfield built a dinghy for fishing in
Morecambe Bay that was later owned by the author, Arthur Ransome (Wardle
2014). Ransome bought the vessel in 1928 and used it for sailing in Cumbria and the
Lake District. He went on to write Swallows and Amazons inspired by his dinghy,
‘Swallow’. In 1933, Ransome visited Francis Crossfield to order the construction of a
new dinghy. Swallow was sold in 1935 to Roger Fothergill, who later arranged for
Crossfields to sell the boat at the outbreak of World War II (ibid). The last Nobby was
built in 1938 (construction location currently unknown) and Crossfields yard closed
in 1940 .
3.2.13 The foreshore buildings continued in use as a boat building enterprise run by Fred
and Francis Crossfield until their retirement in the 1950s. The building shed and yard
are still extant today (Smith 2009, 59), although they are currently vacant.
3.2.14 The Rock Terrace site is also extant and is currently vacant.
3.2.15 For over 100 years, the Crossfield family constructed many boats in Arnside, and
whilst there is little physical evidence of their trade, apart from the two boatyards
and boat shed, many Crossfield boats have been restored/preserved and are still in
use such as the ‘Maud Raby’ which was recently seen as part of the wider Headlands
to Headspace project moored at Glasson Docks (see image on front cover).
3.3

Previous Archaeological Works

3.3.1 No previous archaeological works have been identified within the study area.
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Reference

Name(s)

Resident at

*1841

John Crossfield (living with son)

Woodbine Cottage (road that leads from the

Thomas Crossfield (son of John Crossfield)

Promenade by the Ye Old Fighting Cocks (formerly

Francis John Crossfield (son of John

the Crown Hotel) to Church Hill)- address from

Crossfield)

Brettons History of Arnside

*? Referred to in Miller

Francis John Crossfield (son of John

Thatched cottage onsite now occupied by an Art

2013

Crossfield)

Gallery (the former bank). Lived here until 1849-?

Employed as

then moved to West View
*1851

Francis John Crossfield (son of John

West View

Carpenter

Crossfield)

Carpenter

Apprentice

Carpenter

Servant
*1881 census

Francis John

Post Office (West View?)

John Dickenson (Grandson)
*1881 census

Francis James Crossfield

Postman and joiner
Live-in joiners apprentice

West View

Margaret Crossfield
Mary Jane Crossfield
Charlotte Crossfield
Eleanor M. Crossfield
Mabel Crossfield
Francis Crossfield
*1881 census

William Crossfield

Prospect Villas
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Reference

Name(s)

Resident at

*1881 census

John Crossfield

Rock Terrace

*1881 census

George Crossfield

Rock Terrace

*1885 Bulmer Directory

Crossfield Brothers

**1891

William Crossfield (45)

Fernleigh, Promenade

Employed as

Boat builder

Eleanor Crossfield (48)
Clara E Crossfield (19)
Samuel Crossfield (17)

Boat builder

Fred Crossfield (13)
William Crossfield (10)
Eva Crossfield (9)
Margaret Jess (14)
**1891

Francis J Crossfield (Age 79)

Domestic Servant
West View

Living on own means

Fern Bank

Postmaster

Mary Crossfield (Age 74)
Jane Crossfield (Age 37)
**1891

James Crossfield (Age 51)
Ann Crossfield (Age 52)

Grocer

Margaret Crossfield (Age 27)
Isabella J Crossfield (Age 23)
Robert G Crossfield (Age 18)

Grocers Assistant

Sarah Crossfield (Age 17)
James S Crossfield (15)

Wesleyan Clergyman
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Reference

**1891

Name(s)

Resident at

Employed as

William Britton (Age 40)

Baker

Thomas Richardson (Age 19)

Telegraph Boy

Edward Garnett (Age 13)

Domestic Servant

Hannah Bibby (Age 20)

Dressmaker

Francis J Crossfield (Age 41)

3 Rock Terrace

Joiner

Margaret Crossfield (Age 40)

Wife

Mary J. Crossfield (Age 19)

Waitress/Domestic Servant

Mabel Crossfield (Age 12)

Scholar

Francis John Crossfield (Age 10)

Scholar

Harry Crossfield (Age 7)

Scholar

Charles Crossfield (Age 5)
Arthur W. Crossfield (Age 3)
Rowland Crossfield (Age 9 months)
**1891

John Crossfield (35)

1 Rock Terrace

Elizabeth Crossfield (39)

Joiner Boat Builder
Wife

Francis G Crossfield (11)
Edmund J Crossfield (9)
Alfred Crossfield(7)
Vincent Crossfield (5)
Isabella M Crossfield (3)
**1891

George Crossfield (34)

Fir Bank

Joiner and builder

Martha Crossfield (37)
Dorothy M Crossfield (7)
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Reference

Name(s)

Resident at

Employed as

George Crossfield (3)
Herbert Crossfield (9)
Helen ?Crugg? (14)
*1901 census

William Crossfield & Family

Domestic Servant
Fernleigh

Thomas Askew (son-in-law)
*1901 census

Francis James Crossfield

Kent Villa

Margaret Crossfield
& 5 children
Son-in-Law
Domestic Servant
*1901 census

John Crossfield

Rock Terrace

*1901 census

George Crossfield

Broadlands

Table 1. Overview of residences and occupations of the Crossfield family of Arnside: 1841-1901
*data collected from Miller 2013
** data collected from census records available from Ancestory.co.uk
A comprehensive family tree of the Crossfield’s of Arnside has been compiled by Denis Bradbury and is available online: http://www.pastpresented.ukart.com/arnside/cros01.htm
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4

CARTOGRAPHIC AND PICTORIAL SOURCES

4.1

Historic maps

4.1.1 Ordnance Survey maps of the area (dating from 1857 to 1970) were studied online
using www.old-maps.co.uk. Whilst the properties of the Crossfield’s businesses are
not annotated on any of the maps, the second edition (1898) mapping shows the
location of buildings at the two main sites involved with boatbuilding (Assets 2 and
6).
4.1.2 On the first edition map (Plate 1), the quarry is shown to the south-west of Ash
Meadow which later became the site of the Beach Walk Boatyard (Asset 2). The area
that would later be occupied by Rock Terrace and Church Hill appears to be part of a
residential property and associated gardens labelled ‘Wood Close’. The Post Office is
shown as a small block of buildings to the north-west of Greenwood House (not
illustrated, see https://www.old-maps.co.uk/#/Map/345286/478551/12/100376)
The small scale development of the town by this time is evident.

Plate 1. Excerpt from 1848 First Edition 6 inch 1 mile Ordnance Survey map of Arnside
Reproduced with Permission of the National Library of Scotland

4.1.3 By the publication of the 1899 map, the growth of the town is evident, with new
roads and commercial and residential properties established. To the north-west of
‘Wood Close’, properties are shown along Church Hill, including the site of the Rock
Terrace ship builders’ (part of the second block of buildings from west-east on
Church Hill). To the south-west of Ash Meadow, the quarry is now labelled ‘old
quarry’ (see 25 inch map via Old Maps) and a rectilinear building to the north-east of
the quarry appears to be the ‘Beach Walk’ boatyard site (Asset 2). A footpath
14
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provides access to this site from Red Hills Road. The continued growth of Arnside, in
particular in the centre of the town is evident on the 1948 mapping (Plate 3).

Plate 2: Excerpt from 1899 6 inch 1 mile Ordnance Survey map of Arnside
Reproduced with Permission of the National Library of Scotland

Plate 3: Excerpt from 1947 6 inch to 1 mile Ordnance Survey map of Arnside
Reproduced with Permission of the National Library of Scotland

4.1.4 It is not until the 1970 mapping that this rectilinear building to the north-east of the
quarry is annotated ‘boat yard’ (not illustrated see Old Maps).
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4.2

Aerial Images

4.2.1 To date, only Google Earth imagery has been inspected for this project. Both the
Rock Terrace (Asset 6) and Beach Walk (Asset 2) sites are shown on this image and
these sites and key streets are annotated in the image below:
Pier Lane
Crossfield’s Beach
Walk Boatyard

Church Hill
Rock
Terrace and
boatyard

Plate 4. Google Earth image showing the location of Assets 2 and 6 and key streets
referred to in the text
4.3

Historical Images

4.3.1 A rapid examination of historical images relating to the Crossfield’s businesses in
Arnside appear to prioritise the builders and the boats, with few contemporary
images of the boatyards themselves. An overview of the historical images is still to
be compiled and it is recommended that this forms the part of any further research.
4.3.2 Some internet resources to be considered during any future research could include:
http://bonitayawl.blogspot.co.uk/2016/08/return-home.html
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=crossfields+arnside&source=lnms&tbm=isch&s
a=X&ved=0ahUKEwjTy4yBkM_UAhUMJ8AKHQIKDi0Q_AUICygC&biw=1152&bih=630
#imgrc=5s4dC1lHKVaK1M:
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5

SITE VISIT

5.1

Asset 2: ‘Beach Walk’ Boathouse

5.1.1 The external area of the Beach Walk boatyard (Asset 2; Plates 5-8) was visited as
part of the documentary research training session led by Richard Newman. Whilst
the site is currently empty there had been recent work on the boat shed, to the roof
and to tidy the exterior of the property. It comprises a stone built and timber (clad?)
building with a concrete breeze block extension to the north-east, which has a
sloping roof and a door entrance. In the centre of the main building there is a door
opening with wooden door, which appears to have been modified/blocked up. There
are two ground floor window openings, which appear to be original features and
have been boarded with wood.
5.1.2 On the second floor, a large opening (windows?) is covered with blue timber. By the
time of the visit, the soil to the front (north-west) of the property had been
overturned and there is metal machinery evident (not inspected in any detail). The
interior of the property was not inspected.

Plate 5. Site of William Crossfield and Son’s boatyard, located to the south-east of
Ash Meadow, looking north-east
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5.2

Asset 6: Rock Terrace Boatyard

5.2.1 The site of the Rock Terrace boat shed is described by Miller (2013, Loc. 4735) and
whilst there have been some alterations, the site survives and is in good condition.
Externally the windows have been blocked and timber board gable ends have been
renewed, whilst internally the loft has been divided, a new stairway installed and the
roof truss shored with a pillar. There are two hearths at the rear of the property.
Whilst some images of the property are shown (Plates 8 to 10), the building was not
inspected in any detail as part of this project.

Plate 8. Site of the Rock Terrace boat shed on Church Hill/Rock Terrace, looking west
Submitted by C. Asplin

Plate 9. Site of the Rock Terrace boat shed on Church Hill/Rock Terrace, looking east
Submitted by C. Asplin
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Plate 10. Site of the Rock Terrace boat shed on Church Hill/Rock Terrace, looking north-west
Submitted by C. Asplin
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6

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1.1 This initial desk-based study has brought together existing documentary evidence
outlining the importance of the Crossfield family in the history of the Nobby and the
settlement of Arnside. Much of the evidence presented has been derived from
secondary sources, in particular the comprehensive work of Nick Miller’s ‘The
Lancashire Nobby’.
6.1.2 There is significant potential to build on the work presented in this report,
particularly by exploring the buildings and sites associated with the family and the
boat construction business and through the examination of census records and
exploring the wider family connection in more detail.
6.1.3 Further possible work to enhance and expand on this report could include:

•

any opportunity for a full photographic record of the interior of the Beach
Walk boat shed would be very valuable, such building recording of the
Rock Terrace boatyard and shore boatyard (William Crossfield and Sons),
to discover whether any original features survive, and gain an
understanding of the development of the buildings (landowner
permission required)

•

further analysis of the census records

•

an inclusion of a list of the boats produced by the Crossfield’s (outlined in
Millers book)

•

a collation of old photographs and memories (through oral histories such
as

recorded

by

the

RSPB

2014

project-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IxEd31eg5cI and as part of the
Headlands to Headspace Scheme) of local residents and ‘Nobby’
enthusiasts
•

Another source for further research would be local newspapers, which
are likely to contain references to the Crossfield’s business.

•

a further search and examination of archive material such as:
•

WPR 8/7/1/85: John Wearing, son of John Wearing of Hazelslack
in the parish of Beetham, labourer to Francis John Crossfield of
Arnside in the parish of Beetham, joiner and house carpenter for
seven years. 21 April 1848 (Kendal Archives)
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•

BDFCF 38/13: Notice of intention to marry between William
Crossfield Jr of Fernleigh, Arnside and Sarah Ann Bower of
Greenside, Kendal. 11 February 1906 (Barrow Archives
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APPENDIX 1: HERITAGE ASSET GAZETTEER
Heritage Assets relevant to Crossfield’s Boatyard
Asset

Reference

Site Type

HER 12547

Knott

Description

Grid Reference

Period

Earthwork remains of a lime kiln.

345090,478190

Post-Medieval

Site of a Victorian quarry based on earthwork and documentary evidence.

345130,478420

Post-Medieval

Known as the Beach Walk boatyard, the works were constructed in the late

345206,478941

Post-Medieval

345320,478560

Post-Medieval

346040,478930

Post-Medieval

No.
1

Lane

Lime

Kiln,

Arnside
2

HER 12546

Beechwood

Quarry,

Arnside
3

HER 44344

Crossfields

Boatyard,

th

Arnside

19 century. The boat shed is still extant, but is now empty. It was famous for
making the Lancashire ‘Nobby’, a small sail-powered prawn fishing boat. It
also built a dinghy called the ‘Swallow’ which was bought in 1928 by A
Ransome.

4
5

HER 12550
HER 12539

Ash

Meadow

School,

A Grade II listed building, which was formerly a school and is now retirement

Arnside

apartments owned by Crossfield Housing (Arnside) Society Ltd.

Furness Railway, Arnside

This railway line was opened is 1876 and was principally used for the
transportation of coke and coal, and then for passengers. It was closed in the
1960s.

6

Rock Terrace Boat Shop

Rock Terrace Boat Shop. The boat shed is still extant.

345676,478743

Post-Medieval

7

Site of boat shed

Miller (2013) documents that Francis John Crossfield’s boatshed was located

c.

Post-Medieval

near West View between the post office and the pier, however the exact

345656,478801

location is unknown
8

Site of former Crossfield

Smith (2009, 57) records that the c. 1830 lath-cleaving business was close to

c.

Lath-cleaving business

the shore on a sloping site where a former bank is now occupied by an art

345689,478845

Gallery. This description appears to correlate with Gallery H which occupies
the Old Bank.

Post-Medieval
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Figure 1: Site location.
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