
 

 

 

MORECAMBE BAY PARTNERSHIP 

HEADLANDS TO HEADSPACE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT  

2015-2018 

 

Cumbria County Council, The Factory,  

Castle Mills, Aynam Road, Kendal, LA9 7DE 

Tel: 015397 34888 

 

TRANSCRIPT SUMMARY  

© Morecambe Bay Partnership  

 

 

INTERVIEW NO:   H2H2015.6 

INTERVIEWEE NAME/S: Ellen Shuttleworth 

YEAR OF BIRTH:   1931 

INTERVIEWER/S:  Jenn Mattinson 

DATE OF INTERVIEW: 15/09/15 

LOCATION: Bolton le Sands 

SUMMARISER: Jan Bloomer 

 

Track 1  

00.00-02.04 Name and DOB of interviewee. Details of parents, Grandparents and brother. 

02.05-03.27 Ellen’s experience sinking in quicksand as a child-never liked the sands after this. 

03.28-06.27 Description of Ellen’s childhood growing up on ‘Guide’s farm’, in Grange 

06.28-07.29 Description of ‘stake nets’ used for fluke fishing. 

07.30-08.40 Technique of catching salmon using forks to spear them through the head. 

08.41-12.20 Description of Ellen’s life in the home with her mother, ‘always busy, busy, busy’ 

12.21-14.14 Tales of father’s experiences in the war before he was married. 

14.15-18.39 Father’s role as ‘Queen’s Guide to the Sands’ 

18.40-20.00 ‘Guides Farm’ as the property which came with the job. 

Track 2  

00.00-01.34 The role of the ‘Queen’s Guide’ and the low pay associated with the job. 

01.35-02.58 The horse and cart used to take people across the bay. 

02.59-04.05 Ellen’s experience riding in the horse and cart. 

04.06-05.24 Description of the horse ‘Jewel’ who lived on the farm. 

05.25-17.10 Tales of ‘mischief’ with brother Jackie and strict discipline by father. 

17.11-08.45 Brother Jackie fishing with father. 

08.46-10.50 Cockling to make a living and eating a lot of fish. 

10.51-12.10 Mother giving extra fish to poor neighbours. 

12.11-13.26 Salmon fishing forbidden. ‘Watchers’ looked out for illegal fishing activity. Ellen sent 
out to look for ‘Watchers’. 

13.27-14.50 Salmon fishing permits available in Morecambe but not in Grange. 

14.51-16.05 Uncle Bill who was ‘in with the police’. 

16.06-18.15 The notoriety of the Burrows men. Flookburgh fishermen ‘frightened of the Burrows’. 

18.16-22.00 Salmon fishing rivalry resulted in frequent fights between fishermen. 

22.01-24.10 Family tradition of becoming ‘Queen’s Guide’: Father, brother, uncle 

 



24.11-27.05 Description of Ellen’s niece Hilda fishing alone. ‘She was a tomboy’. 

27.06-28.15 Ways of hiding the salmon catch from ‘the watchers’. 

28.16-31.50 Ellen’s job as ‘salmon runner’, hiding the catch in her dolls pram! 

31.51-32.34 More ways to evade capture by ‘the watchers’. 

32.35-36.11 Ellen’s life at home after father’s death and brother’s return from the war with T.B. 

36.12-36.50 Family leave Guides Farm when Jackie can no longer be the Queen’s Guide. 

36.51-41.50 Ellen gets married and Mother, lodger and baby niece Hilda live with her. 

41.51-43.10 Ellen later moves to Carnforth then to Morecambe to run a boarding house. 

43.11-45.00 Husband leaves Ellen who later re-marries and returns to live in Carnforth. 

Track 3  

00.00-02.55 Tale of ‘Chippy Dick’, friend of brother Jackie 

02.56-04.45 Description of fishermen’s funerals 

04.46-06.10 The importance of maintaining fishing nets with tar 

06.11-07.15 Brother Jackie’s love of fishing in all weathers 

07.16-09.00 Covering cart lamps with red material in war time 

09.01-17.15 Ellen’s summary of the Burrow’s family, ‘There’s rotten ones and there’s good'uns’ 

17.16-18.06 Mother made everything happen in the family 

Track 4  

00.00-2.18 Description of a branch of the Burrows family who moved to Overton and why! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


