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Teee Plckford

?he fj" rst f,ingers of dswn 1i ghten the sky over i,torec aml:o llr:J""

The town s1o6pa, The only ol6rr^of Ilfe ara the dlpped heaulighte
of s ear approachi.ng r,he promenad,e.

It st6ps. 11 figure, l:u).ky i"n oilskfns ambles towar.de Lhs
/il fte3.ipway, *nother Gffis enother weLl clad figuro l0 of' t,iiem

overrtuaLSy appoarr

ALl- that renains of *n: 200 band of men who once fi shild

I,,lorsc ambe Bay,

These survivorg ara a breed se U apart, the nucLeus of 1,lre man]l.

who can proudly clalm thay ar6 t $and orown runs I , born anci lr red

alonf. the shorag whore shrimping, cockLing, musselS.ing a1d, the
wat ftsh lnrlustrles onc6 rul.ed aupremsr

Tho fishermen of today retain the strength of char.aclcr of
their forefathers r tou6hr profeselonall moBt of them aru
folLowlng a faml!.y tradltlon. They knSw 1,hej.r job. They krioiv t;he

complax waters of the ilay. Thoy hav*r thej.r own t,ranrl of t'lrre
S"ndependsncer Lacod. wlth s eaLty hunour. As they hesyg fi+rr.ln;r do&r
on board, rsnarks fly f,roar boat to boat, the dry LancaEjirj. j.(j rvi h elu

ohgrp &i, the dawn breOze. They aro the f{rut to scoff rrL r:ir;, rl;i:r:.,.i:. 1r

1abel, but they have pr6ved theLr worth, many as menbers 6f i,i*r iiri1,_1 ,

al"L ready to help each other whon ttie going gets rough.
sadly they aro a riwtndL{ng band, for d.ospJ-te the wor}"d wi.ie fanie

of i,iorecambe Iay shetr [-fi.nhn the hlgh oyerhsadc and costl,/
equlpment crssm awry the profitel in formor d.aye oach boat, ]irrrr r*

crar of, tro men - now they must work single handed, e$c6ip1;i-n,,,uir*rr
an enthusuastlc amatsur offers hLs seirv{cee r just for. 1;lrc .r..1 tl *,.

l.



Saad Grown tuns a

workf"ng single handad is a herd job, ospeef.ally wherr slr*mpingl
which {s tione in shal}ow water. s e mai,nly
wi. th tr*wL nets r $or*e'% r, ";',*'urn '[ur-t',i'jr-, ,-"-rrT nu- uoo* as the
shrir*p$ are hauled aboerd they era boi.red., tn strater kept hot by
bsttled, €&s.

ttrt J.* e fact that r,,for*eamhe Bay shrimps sre the best in th*
world.r il nairl Itr Sam Saxterr a weil known Lo*a} charact*r whoss
so!1r 1{arkn is tire fifth gen*ration of }ris feaii3.y to ftsh th* Bay,

ef flre;r &re the best, " said. Sem, "ifh€ *:elj.rrity of .hhe wst*r
1e our *peeiality, and. the eleen sancs waslred by tidee twLce a day,
with frestrr wet*r from llour rivers flowing end.I"eeertr into the llay. 19

$sm we,e & fi shernan aLL hi s li fe, until he suf fered. ail aeci den*
soms 3.5 Sears &go* He was a1-sq & creE, raernber of lioreaambe lifeboat,
then it* secretery for meny Jrears, and new he r.s pr.o,.l io be
prssS.d'ent of the W# Ii.fexrost station. &ocent}yp he ha* & verlr happy
p{$(}t d evenin6u w}ren }:e ire$ pr*ssnt to s&e h*s ssrlr lr*rk; a1s* &

EI{tl e ren&an reeeive a frased j"etter of commend.ation for his part
in re seutng & s ai I bo at * I est eutur*n.

i{tlbody cari haYs & better c}aire thar: ;iam ta be & rs4nd^ s:row& runr.
5e w&'s born in ijlsr6camb* street, li.iqrscarnbsl a$d w6en he start*d *o
fish the bo*ts had just o&r* and & sail, l{ow the3r hav+ eng.i"nes,
and saro dismis$es tbe hershness of the singS.e ?r*nsed ,soric with the
guip:

ttAt Least they don t t Set c.ol-d doing two jobs keeps , esi s*f,lxt, ir

But he is the first to deplore the expenses which &tre bring:ing dooru
ta the fiahing fLeetI

7(X
'r?hese Lads *.et ns sgbsicly* and their llcenee feee are ver;r

he Arryr ,, he s Ai. d , lli r': rr"' r' ' lr i" i- :j ll ;

lYhen he had to grvo utr) fishing' he became nlasleg€n ef lvgoreeeribe
frawLors Ltd., s job lie tteI"d untiL his rotlrqmant in ix6y this yearr
6e remeins chetrrrian of the enterprise, which is a co-oFerative,
formed' in x919, to eolL at a f,air price the fish which then was c*ught
frorr the So}we;r to tlis ftihble,
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JanC. {}ror,iln r ull s 5

'i"'hc :lO fisher'rierr r:ti11 use tlic co-oFnratj-ve t* s8tr1 thei.r
e*tch, whieh at dj"fferer:t tin:es of tli+ )"i:ar lneluid*s ;,vLLits Lrait,
f'I ou.nters, herrj-ri, - artrliliin,, r;l:ic]i corir(;s into tfie:ret$. .fI-*3:. irjij-cln

loE:41 hous*wives r:ay i:rLy the iia,:,, i.t i s e alui-ihi;r i:i'u.j-:i;" fiii:l: ;:,r,. tri:s4

on ti;t Loiliicn clrefs wl:* tako t3:e t:ulk ol the cat*l:::'o:,.h*;: ctrase

::c s L aur,gn ts 
"

{",i:"t o j' tit* .i'ir,;iref"rei: t i;f} ;i*ni"r; ,il_,1 -c:i,..;l ,"orl .;iroill,e, ;icr,::{3 his
,J$r. ::jali,:ctln1-, *3' slrrin]:s, i'r,$a i:i* r:tal tr cri Le,..ceste r" .r"8.1,]:et.

I .iisl"*;:i'i[]]i f,*.,-. ,'ii .y{l ,1,ris, !-i,;.:.i..1 t';-.1:.r.-l;,:.'i-; -ti:u ,li 4yg t.,i},$n 1:ieTiin;1
i;lie oilL:.lr:p* f:'*r: '';h*iy s]:e11.$ rrE.$ a i:ri sil co'lt::.:c in,lu;jtr;1r f 31

0:re0alrle"
tti'{hen. } r*.r },'l;'i.i.it.'Ii:r:r* iyer* :ro I':.i.ii;;no ;ri..'",i-. u;.;ed ro E":.*:-i

:'u,i: *al t i,nto ci;t: sl:.:r"i-i:"r:s, lLacli ir!i*i, i:"r i;n:rr*ls, put sn r,ln.Lo?:*

iriaih.t trii"lS, :;l:Cn 'Lu.y:: i;lr:c l;nr:.1;l-g Clr'i-Jz'"LO i;,,. *il.r* "Llie OelJ-*3r ,*r*Le:"

I'&i'i iJ-::'Cli;,1- 
r. l:*r:. ,:ttf* i'c Llrtri 1d"iii:."* ;e.;J-r,l tha1y i:r;,t{ tel Le !,,:"qS.lt*i'!.

cl;:gr-. - j't !ia:i qu-if;,., a jel ,,r" '.-.., .i;:-i-,i.

BcnnS c'l;i1X- pichs his own;;3rr5-mps:, l:r:t heal.th arl*hcrit3r
:l@*r*Ws l:isv* e:rded the *ottage i:rilr:.stry, the *l.rir:rp*; l16w

beinf pieked u.ncie:" Licence in ?:ygi*ni.c cfincij.tions,
t'i:/}:i-ch r*e&ns nor* sxpell$€, uo sai* oerr*y. ut!-olt everythi*g

cannected v*ith GuI Job ii] sxFc*.eiy*, Jirtd tl:erets nG **curity * -l

3.f you donrt cs*cl:. olvt, Jctu il*i:rt g$t orytrff

In &'bi.gger say of retaillnir i* lty Bob ilaxter * yts ::slaiion t,:
sem whsse firnr James ilaxter f{ lionr was este-blis}r*d i"n l-Tgg.
Iiaw in busi.nese &s Saxters irroaen Fosd.sr th.e fLrm hse the di stirre tion
af, l:olrling two Hoyal rrerr**ts * I{.*J. the euesnlo, and t}re Queen

Llg ther I g.

x*#rxpu*;c&x*xskn*x3ruxx tosur *hrimps &re 6lood becau.ss tlreSr

ars baiLod on ths fi*hj.ng boatsr then potted tsl the sares way as

6randrae us6d to pot ther,r - with he::b$ €*nd butterrt, seid ily' 6u6 Saxter.
3m wel.l" &s aupplying the lteyal hauseholils hhe potted shriu,rp*

are in *.emand at the bj.g tondon rest&,ur&nts.
ItleopS.e in thi.s area dorrtt real.ise whst a d.cl"icecy they are

considerqd ts be in other perts of the sountryr,, said |":ir. Baxter*

i,{a re
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fu:oth*:: firn i;irtclr ri.osl:atcire; tl-:is cleLicacy bo a.!-I pa:'ts; cf

il:.: *:Jitiitry is'*.'l;'; ,;,61';t:i156i,or on :"1 t' Seo:'gel* 'rJ:a.rte Ir&11 c'lEbqr.

i'1:;y {:}.':c .,p*ciaij-rie in Lr"e'lj. tj-r:riaL1;' }l , ol:t; 1i, Cli- :-; al"l'",o:1 r

$oiir of 'u',riiir:i: (lol?ii$ frol: ll:r, :"'i'v*;r Lune, ','viiicl: l.'iL.l r'r rl-ov:5';;i'ii*

i 1: i, cj,i; a jr.
f\.,,,0,, "
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U::.:"*::'tltri j.j;-;i-1 lJl th* t:t en w:,lo c:.teh i [ ]L:.,"'ri.l liifficulij.*s in 'rr"irr;"

e ,:lf e {}r'it 1ii.i.n;'. ',-'j:.: TjilSi, twO X1t.i'l"1e.ft, i:::;r'e LOen ci$Ti:ijCir.:1i.1,, i.rAil r
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