SAND GROWH 'UNS

by
Tess Pickford

The first fingers of dawn lighten the sky over Morecambe Bay.
The town sleeps, Thé only signsof 1ifa are the dipped headlights
of a car approaching ihe promensade,

It stops., 4 figure, bulky in oilskins embles towards the
'y

G
8lipway. Another Sfg

@ ~ mnother well clad figure « 10 of thenm
eventually appeasr,

ALl that remains of the 200 band of men who once fished
Morecambe Bay,

These survivors are & breed set apart, the nucleus of the many
who can proudly claim they are 'Sand Grown 'uns' , born and bred
along the shores where shrimping, cockling, musselling and the
wat fish industries once ruled supreme,

The fishermen of today retain the strength of character of
their forefathers -~ tough, professional, most of them are
following a family tradition, They kniw their job, They know the
complex waters of the Bay. They have their own brand of fine
independence, laced with a salty humour., As they heave fishing gear
on board, remarks fly from boat to boat, the dry Lancashire wit as
sharp as the dawn breeze., They are the first to scoff at wny 'hornic’
label, but they have proved their worth, many as members of the RILI
all ready to help each other when the going gets rough.

Sadly they are a dwindling band, for despite the world wide fame
of Morecambe Bay shellefish, the high overheads and costly
éqQuipment cream awasy the profitssy in former days each boat had a
crew of two men - now they must work single handed, excepting when

an enthusuastic amateur offers his services - 'just for the ride!
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Working single handed is a hard Jjob, especially when shbrimping,
which is done in shallaw water._anww e
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with trawl nets, some 2ft 6" to 4ft 6" in length, As scon as the

&ne nmeinly

shrimps are hsuled aboard they are boiled, in water kept hot by
bottled gas,

"It is a fact that Moreccambe Bay ghrimps are the best in the
world," seid Mr Sam Baxter, a well known local charactér whose
son, liark, is the fifth generation of his family to fish the Bay.

"They are the best," said Sam. "The salinity of the water
is our speciality, and the clean sands washed by tides twice 3 day,
with fresh water from four rivers flowing endlessly inte the Bay.W

Sam was & fisherman all his life, until he suffered an accident

some 15 years zgo., He was also 2 crow member of lorecambe lifeboat,
then its sgcreuazy for many years, and now he is proud to be
president of the le@& lifeboat station, Recentiy, he had & very happy
p#eud ovening, when he was present to see his son, Mark, slso a
RNL1 crewman receive a framed letter of commendation for his part
in rescuing a sail bost, last autunn,

fobody can have a better claim than Sam %o be a *send grown ‘unt,
he was born in Mprecambe Street, Morecambe, and when he started te
fish the boats had just oars and a sail, Now they have engines,
and Segm dismisses the hershness of tho single handed work with the
quips

"At least they don't get cold - doing two jobs keeps '‘enm warm,"

But he is the first to deplore the expenses which are bringing doonm
to the fishing fleet: X %

"These lads get no si¥beidy, and their licence fees are very
heavy,™ he said, el el

When he had to give up fishing he became manager of Morecambe
Trewlers Ltd., a job he held until his retirvement in Vay this year,
He remsins chairman of the enterprise, which is a co=-operative,
formed in 1919, fto sell at a fair price the fish which then was caught
from the Selway to the Ribble,

4



Sgnd Grown tuns 3

The 10 fishermen still use the co-operative to sell their
P

catch, which at differeat times of the year includes whitebait,

I {
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flounders, hé&&ing -~ anything which comes inteo the nets, ™Mash which
local housewives may buy the day it is caught, giving them the lead
on the Londen chefs who taeke the bulk of the caich for top class

resbaurants.

One of the fishermen, 59 years old Benny Wodehouse, dces his
own markeiing of shrimps, from his stall on Lancaster market,
A fisherman for 45 years, “enny remenbers the days when picking
the shrimps from their shells waes a brisk cottage industry in
YHorgcambua,

“When I was young there were no fridges, and we used to pat
rub salt inte the shrimps, pask them in barrels, put on water-
tight lids, then turn the barrels over to be sure the salty water
ran through them, Before they were sold they had to be washed
clean - it was quite a job," he said,

Benny still picks his o¢wn shrimps, but heslth suthority

xs have ended the cottage industry, the shrimps now
being picked under licence in hygieniec conditions,
"Which means nore sxpense,"” said éenny, “ut everything
connected with our job is expensive, 4nd there's no security - =,
if you don't catch owty, you dont't get owt,"
In a bigger way of retailing is lr Bob Baxter . ne relation to
Sam - whose firm, James DBaxtber & Sone was established in 1799,
few in business as Baxters Frozen Foods, the firm hae the distinction
of helding two Royal warrants - H,¥, the Queen's, and the Queen
Hpther's,.
x¥dmxppixsnxxsRxringsxx  "Our shrimpe are good because they
are boiled on the fishing boats, then potted in the same way as
grandma used to pet them - with herbs and butter,” said Mr Bob Baxter.
4s well ae supplying the Hoyal households fike potted shrimps
are in demand at the big London restasurants.
"People in this area don't realise whet a delicacy they are
considered fo be in other parts of the country," said ¥r, Baxter,

Yore
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Another firm which despatches this delicacy %o gll parts of
the country is The Smokehouse, on 5t, Yeorge's Quay, lancaster,
They alsc specialize in traditionally amcké in ecak salmon,
some of which comes frem the river Lune, which runs alongside
the quay.

Where the gggfﬁﬁstam House has been restered to hauée the
fascinating Lanaaékar varitime Nuseum, 48 well as displays which
grphically describe Lancaster's role as a port in the 18th and
early 19%th centuries, the museum also displays a full festure %
on lprecambe Bay's shrimping, cockling, musselling end wet
fish industries, aleng with a whammel boat, used for salmon fishing
in the river Lune,

It i5 & eimilar custom built boat, the tSirius?, construcied

in Overton in 1923, which Nr Tom Snith 8till uses for his salmen
fishing, in the Lune esluary.

4 member of the twe Sunderland Peint famitiies whimhx to
whiech the five licensed salmon fishermen beleng, Hasb Ton's
story is similar to thaet of the fishermen of Horecembe Bay =
he haé gmx fished all his life, following the patiern get by
hig fafhar gand hies fathert's father.

"Qur boats were made to be worked by two men, but for the
past 20 years or uo w@ have been forced to werx singleehanded ﬁ
because of the heavy overheads," suid Tom,

These include pricsy licence feew for the 10 drift nets,

26 haff nets and the ons seine net wused by the Luns salwon fishere.

Trd £t netting i¢ dene on the ebb tide, with nets of QL_
maxinum 500 yerds, Starting off Cockerhan =ands, the boate
drift at intervals saleng the streitches of The Luns,

The mein way of fishing howsver 4is by the use of hafl,
or half nets, a nethed deting back to the days of the Vikings,
the word haff being Horse for desep, The 8 £t net has & wooden

boan with = teil staff, and the fisherman stends mobdionlesy 1

=

in the watey walting for the saluen %o strike his net.

#The bi gt problem is the cold, However meny warm ela?h&s
¥ ; L 4,’-
er protoctive okeaall

- you wear, the cold slways seeps through,"

.

sald Tome B ,
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The seine net ofsrabtes by being released from the baock of the
‘bost, and floating out in & seml circle, the end returning to
the gane heat.

Phe sslmon fishing sessen is from Spril until the end of

Ausguoty, no fishing being alleved at weokends for conservation

reasont,
: 7 ke gecpam * . :
ehy "Realistically enly starts in June," said Tom,

“gnd alihovgh we work round %ﬁ& closk on the twe btides s day
duving the season, we estimaste that we teke only about 10 per cant
of the riverts salmen, Hest of the Ffish comes inte the river W
in Jeplenber or CGeltober, aflter the gnd of the seamon,”
They go o spewn in the upper reaches of the river whore they
wers épawna&* snd spent the fivst two years of thelr 1ife, Then
they @m'@ut-%a ses, sometines serpts coeans, btul always %o return
dn these fivat oy subzequent years often returniang toens of
tinmes, .
"1t desntt lose i%s wonderment because you see the miracle every i
day," said Tom,
Who finds ne wenderment at all in that part of the aky line
blgited by Heyshar Power Statione .
“f Jon'$ like 1%, I'n desd sgainst 1%,” he said,"dnt I do give
samples to their leborabery people, and so far thevets been no
bad roporis,”
Bplike the factory pollutien whieh o% one time ruined the 9
river Cfor salmen, Until legislation stopped the pollutlion,
and the wiveyr fumedistely oleared,  How wi ¥h %ﬁa-a@miwg of
Lancasdorta new Sowerage works, %ﬁ;& problem 48 well controlled,
“F gk won't run in dirty wabter,” sald Tom. "They ﬁ@e& healihy
conditiens, snd ths Dune is new a healihy »iver/™ Thers'*s no bottes
gglmon than fish goning in Irom the s8lt wailer of the sea « mﬁny

: RN
peopie pr&f@r-@ﬁh%& Sesttlish salmon.”
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Unfortunstely the men who cateh it have difficulties in making
& decent living, The past two summers have boeen especially bad,

with the everlaesting rain flooding the esiuery wiith fresh water,

A

U

The inereasing numbey of fish farms have gleso hit %kag salmon
fishermen, for they have had to keep down their prices %o conmpets
with the farm reared fish,

Yost of the Lune fishermen heve another job, iike Tom, whe
works the small merket garden adjoining his home,
Like their colleasgues who fish Morecambe Baﬁ, the Lune salmon
fisheys can envisage no octher way of life,
One man whe did change his job was ¥r %eith ¥illacy, & member of
& fenmily which has fished Morecambe Bay for slmest 140 years, In
1959 he surprised his cklleagues by taking the job of enforeement
officer with the Horth Western and North Weles Sea Pisheries
flommittea,
"Instead of going after fishy, I went out to get nmen,¥ was
Kgith's somewhat Bibical descripition of his change of job. F1
But he remained a keen menber of YMorecambe and Heysham

Pishermen's Lifebost Association, 411 the lecel Fishermen wore
involved in the Assceiation, finaneing their own rescue boat
with the aid of veluntery contributions, In 1964 the RNL1 opened a
stetion in Yorescsmbe and supplied an inshore rescue bosty the
fishernen transferred to the national service, X2ith being Senior
Holmeman wuntil his retirement last Harch.

veith is optimistic abous the future of the fishewmen, which he
thinks a®e going through a state of change, He says shrimping has deen
poor for some five yesars, but i& now recoveriang, while he hopes
that the merket 18 beginning to reglise the value of such fish as p;{’
mullet and bass « savght in the Bay but never *fashionable! eon the
fieshermengerts slab,

“Pupge sort of fish hed & working colsss imspge, i now, they are

2 B £ % = & A
going up the ladder, via lorscambe TFishermen," sald elth,
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e amgrees that the fishersen sre s speeisl breed of Hand Crown
‘uns, determined and se% in thelr chosen way.
“They're independent ~ though naybe thai's now regsrded as
an anti-soeisl evil," Xeith laughs,
wr Sam “axter thinks that the ses snd its harvest has a
fascination for fishmrnents
“Phovtre individualiste whe will go on deing 11 because
they are drew to it," he ssid,
Bpeaking of the specisgl type of character demanded by these who
follow their chosen way, ¥e addss
"Theytve got to have a sense of hunmour, They've got %o

be philesophical.”
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