
SAI{D FISHI}{G rot:l FLIIKES.

by FOBERT pARKIi{S0itT and ROSE RABBITT.

i?ith his retlrenent in Augue t T9?2,-Mr Thomas Parkinson of

Sockerham completed two hundred yeare of fishtng history vrithin,

his owa fan*:iIy* fhi.s j.s hls story and it 1e intended to lLlustrate

just one aepect of his trade -- sand or fluke nettlng for fish.

Sand or fluke uetting is a method of fishlns for fl-at ftsh whlch

ha.s been practj-ced in the l,lorecambe Bay area for many generations

and probably d"ates back to before the tl-ne of the monks a,t

Coekersand Abbey. There is no closed sea"Eon and a flsherman may

flsh all year round, however, usua1.ly the weather dlctates that he

coafines hls fishing to the period from Aprll to October.

0riginally the fisherrcen made their orlrn Rets, thls would be one of

thelr tasks in the long winter evenings when fishing was poor.. Cott.or

strlng was used., this was knltted into a dta.nrond shaped oae and three

qua"rter iach meeh in forty yard Sengths to a <lepth of two feet si.x

inches to +-hree feet. ?he legal maxi-munrt l"ength of a cor:tplete net

whea set, being three hundred yards. The depth of mesh ranging fron

three feet at the centre to two feet slx inches at the eides. The

centre, deeper portion of the fintshed net would comprise of say two

forty yard lengths, the two lengths on either sj"de of the centre

would be sha.tlo''rer, and the outslde len6ths tapering off to two feet

six inches at each end. Cord $ould then be threaded through the top


